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“Understanding the complex, changing planet on which we live, how it supports life, and how 
human activities affect its ability to do so in the future is one of the greatest intellectual 
challenges facing humanity.  It is also one of the most important challenges for society as it seeks 
to achieve prosperity, health, and sustainability” (NRC, 2007, the “decadal survey” for Earth 
Sciences).  My talk summaries the 17 recommended missions of the decadal survey and 
illustrates how each helps realize the above vision--contributing to both basic scientific 
knowledge and important societal benefits. 
 
 
[Presented at NASA Earth Science at 20: Accomplishments, Plans and Challenges.  NAS, Washington, DC, 22-24 
June 2009] 


